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Аннотация: В статье излагается исторический обзор возникновения 

и развития английского языка на территории США. Также 

рассматриваются лингвистические и экстралингвистические факторы, 

которые оказали влияние на дальнейшую языковую интерференцию и 

становление американского варианта английского языка как 

самостоятельного лингвистического явления. 
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This work is devoted to the development of American English. Today one of 

the most widely spoken languages is English. The English language appeared in 

North America in the beginning of XVII century with the first English colony [6]. 

Since that time the history of English in the United States begins as an independent 

linguistic phenomenon. There are two periods in the history of the English 

language: 
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The early period (XVII - XVIII centuries.) is characterized by the formation 

of American dialects of the English language; 

The late period (XIX - XX centuries) is characterized by the formation of 

American English as a variety of the English language. The most vivid feature of 

this period is the further isolation of English from British English and the 

development of the literary English language in the United States. 

So English was brought to North America by British colonists in the 17th 

and 18th centuries. Afterwards under the influence of various external and internal 

factors a number of peculiar features developed in all language levels [6]. 

In the 17th century English varied according to the territory and the social 

stratum to which the speaker belonged even to a greater extent than now. However 

a significant number of dialects of American English were formed in the late XVIII 

century [3, p. 82].  

British immigrants brought English to the coast of the Atlantic Ocean first 

two centuries, as a result more or less ethnically homogeneous groups of settlers 

were formed in the eastern region of the coast. Regional differences in dialects 

were more significant in the western part of the region [7]. 

Such historical events as the Louisiana Purchase (1803), the California Gold 

Rush (1848-1855), the construction of the transcontinental railroad in 1869 led to 

the dialect blending and a relatively even language situation[6, p. 361]. Further 

language interference was introduced by later immigrants from England, as 

English of their home country underwent numerous changes during the XVIII, 

XIX and XX centuries, including southern and Eastern Europe, Asia, South and 

Central America [2].  

So the abovementioned processes have led to the territorial variation of 

American English. The most distinctive features that formed American English 

were distinguished in the 20th century. Also we can observe such phenomenon as 

"diglossia" in the current language situation in the United States. The term 

"diglossia" denotes the interaction of various socially opposed subsystems of the 
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same language. It should be noted that variability is an integral part of the 

principles of organizing and building a language system. Variability contributes to 

the change in the nature of the language system, the diversification of linguistic 

units and determines the presence of such concepts as dialect and accent. Thus, the 

language situation in England differs from the situation in the United State: 

standard British English is characterized by a relatively high degree of unification 

of the norm at all levels, whereas American English is a wide range of regional 

variation at the phonetic level [1, c. 34]. 

 Thus, the number of dialect variations are from three (North, South and 

Midland) to twenty-four or even more [5, p. 120].  

 But the greatest variety of dialects are happened to be on the eastern coast 

[5, c. 132], because the first immigrants occupied the southern part of the country, 

while the western regions were not undergone to settlement until the 19th century 

[3, p. 82].  

 The process of settling America by immigrants from different regions of 

England speaking their own territorial dialects. The initial division of the American 

colonies into the North and South predetermined the subsequent development of 

the territorial dialects of the United States. This explains the fact that American 

dialects differ more in the North-South than in the West-East [2, p. 36];  

In the XX century new groups of people moved from Vietnam, China, Latin 

America and Asia to North America. It has also an impact on American English [4, 

c. 261]. In Texas, New Mexico and Florida so-called Spanish English is considered 

as the regional dialect of AE, because many of the Spanish immigrants speak this 

variant of pronunciation [7, c. 114]. 

It is impossible to clearly define the boundaries of a particular territorial 

dialect in American English because of the continuing flow of immigrants and 

migration within the country. Residents of rural areas, having moved to large 

cities, continue to speak their native dialect. However, such factors as urbanization, 

television and the Internet have a significant impact on the initial forms of the 
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regional dialect, which leads to a language uniformity, and sometimes to the 

disappearance of a dialect [7, c. 118]. Nevertheless, it is difficult to predict the 

impact extent of migration, immigration on AE in the future.  

So the modern language situation in the United States is characterized by a 

great variety of pronunciation norms, which exist as regional dialects. Despite this, 

AE has Standard English, which is used in educational system and the media. 
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